
RU Ready? Enroll Now! 

• Log into your applicant portal at go.rutgers.edu/portal

• Click “View Status”

• Declare your decision by selecting “Accept Offer”

• Click “Submit My Decision” 

• Pay $150 enrollment fee, if applicable 

go.rutgers.edu/portal

Applicant Admissions Portal

Take the next step and confirm your attendance for 

fall 2024 at Rutgers University-Newark! 

Next Steps:  

• Activate your NetID – netid.rutgers.edu (if you haven’t already)

• Download DUO app and set up 2-factor

• Complete all “My Enrollment” tasks on My.Rutgers.edu

- Your My.Rutgers.edu dashboard and associated widgets may take up 

to 72 hours after accepting our offer of admission to be fully accessible.

- Signing up for Student Orientation Advisement and Registration 

(S.O.A.R) on ‘My Enrollment’ is a key required task



Financial Aid Offers Letters – available Mid-May 

Net Price Calculator – easy to use and available to estimate your educational costs!

One-to-One Financial Aid Advisement is available   

2425 FAFSA Questions  

Applying for Financial Aid—FAFSA or NJ Alternative Application

FAFSA Review 
• Eligibility 
• Deadlines 
• Unusual and Special Circumstances 
• Student Aid Dashboard 
• Making Corrections 

NJ Alternative Application Review 
• NJFAMS Details 

TODAY’S FINANCIAL AID 101 AGENDA 



UNDERSTANDING YOUR RUTGERS FINANCIAL AID OFFER 

Join us for a post-Admitted Student Day Virtual workshop for all admitted 
students! All 2024-2025 financial aid packages are anticipated to be 

distributed by early May, and the Office of Financial Aid is offering one-on-one 
workshops to help students and families better understand their aid package.   

Please be sure to register to secure your spot!

Location: On-Campus Event @Blumenthal Hall 249 University Avenue, Newark 
NJ 07106 
Time: 9 am to 12 pm 
Date: Saturday, May 18, 2024 

Location: Virtual 
Time: 5 pm to 7 pm 
Tuesday, May 21, 2024 

Location: Virtual 
Time: 5 pm to 7 pm 
Thursday, May 23, 2024 



Net Price Calculator Rutgers University 
We anticipate releasing financial aid packages for admitted students by mid-May. While 
you await your financial aid package, we are pleased to announce we have launched a new net price 
calculator (NPC) designed to assist with your planning by providing you with a personalized estimate of 
your cost to attend Rutgers University. The calculator is simple to use, and it takes less than 5 minutes to 
get your estimated package!

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapp.meadowfi.com%2Frutgers&data=05%7C02%7Cnatalia.morisseau%40ofa.rutgers.edu%7Cf38ceaa993d44109189208dc5fd6bb32%7Cb92d2b234d35447093ff69aca6632ffe%7C1%7C0%7C638490623077940445%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=4dt1tJG%2BPq7CrGMfLwX3WiM2T%2FyhThMWXxZWHP9ovKE%3D&reserved=0
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APPLYING FOR FINANCIAL AID 

FAFSA NJ ALT APP



2024-2025 FREE APPLICATION FOR STUDENT AID 

What is the FAFSA? 
➢ The Free Application for Federal Student Aid 

(FAFSA) is the form a student must fill out to 
get any financial aid from the federal 
government to help pay for college.  

HOW TO APPLY
➢ Online at studentaid.gov (new and 

continuing students) 
➢ PDF Paper FAFSA. Download, complete, 

and mail it in 
➢ Create your FSA ID to start the process.  

Students and all contributors must have an 
FSA ID to complete the FAFSA form. 

How long will it take to complete the FAFSA? 
45 minutes to 1Hr. 

https://studentaid.gov/
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FREE APPLICATION FOR FEDERAL STUDENT AID (FAFSA)

THE FAFSA INCLUDES THESE 
TERMS/SEMESTERS OF ENROLLMENT

✓ Fall 2024
✓ Winter 2024 
✓ Spring 2025
✓ Summer 2025 



FREE APPLICATION FOR FEDERAL STUDENT AID (FAFSA)

WHO SHOULD COMPLETE THE FAFSA? 

GENERAL eligibility REQUIREMENTS include:

➢ U.S. citizen or eligible non-citizen
➢ Enrolled in an eligible degree or certificate program at an eligible college or 

career/trade school
➢ Have a valid Social Security Number (student)
➢ Show you qualified to obtain a college education (HS Diploma, GED, completing a high 

school education in a homeschool setting approved under state law)



WHOSE INFORMATION is REQUIRED on the FAFSA

The FAFSA is a role-based form. Everyone completing the FAFSA has a role and specific section that requires their information, 
consent, and approval to complete the FAFSA. 

ROLES and CONTRIBUTORS
There are five roles associated with the FAFSA. Each role is considered a contributor to information in the FAFSA form.  Each

role will contribute data and consent to their identity validation, consent, and approval of their Federal Tax Information (FTI)

disclosure.  
The Contributors must provide the required information and sign their respective section for a FAFSA form to be considered 
complete.

1. Student: Their role is to be an applicant unless they are invited to the form by a parent or preparer. If they are invited to the 
form, their role changes to that of the contributor.  

2. Student Spouse: If the student’s current marital status is married or remarried, the student’s spouse information is required. If 
the couple filed joint returns, the student may complete the FAFSA independently, providing the spouse’s information. If they
filed separate returns. The spouse must be invited to contribute their data on the FAFSA. 

3. Parent: Dependent status is determined based on personal circumstance questions answered on the FAFSA by the person who 
started the FAFSA – it can be the student or a dependent student’s parent. 

4. Parent Spouse or Partner: Remarried, married filing separately, unmarried/married and both legal parents are living together 

5. Preparer: someone other than the student, student spouse, parent, or parent’s spouse/partner completing the form on the 
student’s behalf. 

**Once all required data has been provided and all sections have been signed, any role can submit the FAFSA form.



DEPENDENCY STATUS: DEPENDENT STUDENT
Dependency is based on the answers provided by 

the student on the FAFSA form. 

DEPENDENT STUDENTS must provide parental 

information on the FAFSA unless the student has 

an unusual circumstance that would prevent them 

from providing this information. 

If a student answered NO to all the personal and 

unusual circumstance questions, they are 

considered a dependent student. 

INDEPENDENT STUDENTS are not required to 

provide parental information on the FAFSA.  The 

student must answer YES to at least one of the 

personal and unusual circumstance questions to 

be considered an independent student.



STUDENT UNUSUAL CIRCUMSTANCES—YES
The student is asked if unusual circumstances 

prevent them from contacting their parent(s). 

What happens when the student selects “YES?“

In unusual circumstances, an aid administrator 

can determine that a student who doesn’t meet 

the criteria should still be considered 

independent.

The student may then skip the parent sections on 

the form. 

Students who select “Yes” to this question will be 

given a provisional independent student status 

and directed to provide documentation to their 

financial aid office for determination.



DEPENDENCY STATUS: DEPENDENT STUDENT
Once all the personal and unusual circumstances are answered.  You 

will be notified of your dependency status and whose information is 

required on the FAFSA. 

DEPENDENCY STATUSES 

➢“No” to all questions = dependent 

➢“Yes” to at least one question = Independent 

➢Provisional Independent: A student with an unusual circumstance 

may be granted a provisional independence status and must work 

with their school’s Financial Aid Office to finalize their dependency 

status.

A FEDERAL DIRECT UNSUBSIDIZED LOAN ONLY  

The student is asked if they want a financial aid administrator to 

determine their eligibility for a Direct Unsubsidized Loan only. This is 

an option if the student’s parents are unwilling to provide information. 

THIS QUESTION IS NOT DISPLAYED TO AN INDEPENDENT 

STUDENT.



2024-2025 FREE APPLICATION FOR FEDERAL STUDENT AID (FAFSA)
UNUSUAL AND SPECIAL CIRCUMSTANCE 

DETERMINATION OF INDEPENDENCE BECAUSE OF UNUSUAL CIRCUMSTANCES
The FAFSA calls for a series of dependency questions (circumstance questions), and the student's response 
to these questions will determine dependency and if parental information is required on the FAFSA. An aid 
administrator may use PJ on a case-by-case basis to adjust the student’s dependency status on the FAFSA by 
completing an override, thus making the student independent and removing parental required information on 
the FAFSA. 

Unusual circumstances DO include:
• Human trafficking, as described in the Trafficking Victims Protection Act of 2000 (22 U.S.C. 7101 et seq.).
• Parental abandonment or estrangement; or
• Student or parental incarceration.

Unusual circumstances DO NOT include:
• Parents refuse to contribute to the student’s education.
• Parents will not provide information for the FAFSA or verification.
• Parents do not claim the student as a dependent for income tax purposes.
• The student demonstrates total self-sufficiency.

https://studentaid.gov/apply-for-aid/fafsa/filling-out/dependency


2024-2025 FREE APPLICATION FOR FEDERAL STUDENT AID (FAFSA)
UNUSUAL AND SPECIAL CIRCUMSTANCE 

SUBMITTING A REQUEST – UNUSUAL CIRCUMSTANCE 
Complete the form online: https://scarlethub.rutgers.edu/financial-
services/professional-judgement/

1. 48-72 hours, the student will be tracked for documentation.  The 
documents are viewable via the MyRutgers Portal/Financial Aid Widget 
under Docs.  

2. Required documents must include the following: 
1. Statement from the student outlining their circumstance

2. Third-party letter - this letter should be from a professional 
removed from the circumstance who can reaffirm the student’s 
circumstance  

3. EXAMPLE DOCUMENTATION: Court documents, state /federal 
documents, Official HS documents, utility bills, health insurance, 
or other documents that demonstrate a separation from parents or 
legal guardians.  

https://scarlethub.rutgers.edu/financial-services/professional-judgement/


2024-2025 FREE APPLICATION FOR FEDERAL STUDENT AID (FAFSA)
UNUSUAL AND SPECIAL CIRCUMSTANCE 

DEFINING SPECIAL CIRCUMSTANCES 
An aid administrator may use Professional judgment on a case-by-case basis to adjust the 
student’s cost of attendance or the data used to calculate their Federal Student Aid 
eligibility. This adjustment is valid only at the school making the change.

The law (HEA Sec. 479A) gives some examples that MAY be considered: 
• Change in employment status, income, or assets.
• Tuition expenses at an elementary or secondary school.
• Medical, dental, or nursing home expenses not covered by insurance. 
• Child or dependent care expenses. 



2024-2025 FREE APPLICATION FOR FEDERAL STUDENT AID (FAFSA)
UNUSUAL AND SPECIAL CIRCUMSTANCE 

A student may have both a Special and an Unusual Circumstance. Financial Aid Administrators (FAAs) may 
appropriately adjust each student’s situation with appropriate documentation.
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2024-2025 FREE APPLICATION FOR FEDERAL STUDENT AID (FAFSA)

This is the main FAFSA form 

landing page. On this page, 

students or contributors are 

directed to "Start a New Form" 

or "Edit Existing Form."



WELCOME – WHAT IS YOUR ROLE 
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FAFSA INSTRUCTIONAL VIDEO 

The students and the contributors will be presented with 
four short instructional videos before starting the FAFSA 
form.  

1. What is the FAFSA Form?  

2. Contributors to the FAFSA Form 

3. What to Expect? 

4. After Submitting the FAFSA Form

START THE FORM



The student must complete the following sections to complete their section of FAFSA.

1. Personal Circumstances 
1. Current marital status 
2. Student College or career school plans 
3. Student unusual circumstance 
4. Dependency status – apply for Direct Unsubsidized Loan only 

2. Demographics
1. Gender 
2. Race and ethnicity 
3. Citizenship 
4. Parent Education
5. Parents were killed in the line of duty 
6. student HS completion status 

3. Financial 
1. Amount of college grants/scholarships or AmeriCorps (reported to IRS)
2. Foreign Earned Income Exclusion 

4. Colleges 
5. Signature 

THE STUDENT’S REQUIRED INFORMATION 



IF MARRIED, THE STUDENT SPOUSE INFORMATION IS  REQUIRED 

SPOUSE – has five questions to answer IF 
they filed separate tax returns.

1. Student Identity Information – Name, DOB, 
SSN, or ITIN 

2. Contact Information

3. Tax Filing Status 

4. Tax Return Information – this information 
comes directly from FA Data Exchange with 
the IRS 

5. Consent, approval, and signature 

THE FAFSA WILL BE BROKEN OUT INTO THESE 
FOUR SECTIONS:

✓PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS – Name, DOB, and SSN or ITIN. 
Provides consent and approval to FA Data Exchange.  

✓DEMOGRAPHICS – Marital status, state of legal 
residence, 

✓FINANCIAL – Federal benefits, family size, number in 
college, Tax Return Information, child support received, 
and assets.   

✓SIGNATURE – The parent acknowledges the terms 
and conditions of the FAFSA form and signs their 
section. After agreeing and signing, the parent can submit 
their section of the FAFSA. 



DEPENDENT, PARENT’S INFORMATION REQUIRED 

THE FAFSA WILL BE BROKEN OUT INTO THESE 
FOUR SECTIONS:

✓PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS – Name, DOB, and SSN 
or ITIN. Provides consent and approval to FA Data 
Exchange.  

✓DEMOGRAPHICS – Marital status, state of legal 
residence, 

✓FINANCIAL – Federal benefits, family size, number 
in college, Tax Return Information, child support 
received, and assets.   

✓SIGNATURE – The parent acknowledges the terms 
and conditions of the FAFSA form and signs their 
section. After agreeing and signing, the parent 
can submit their section of the FAFSA. 

PARENT CONTRIBUTOR – has 12 questions related to the 
dependent student. 

1. Identity Information – Name, DOB, SSN, or ITIN 
2. Contact Information – email address, telephone number, 

and permanent address 
3. Current Marital Status – at the time, the application is being 

filed/submitted 
4. Family Size (old terminology was household size)  
5. Number in College (STILL REQUIRED Questions. Not 

calculated in SAI) 
6. The State of Legal Residence determines which poverty 

guideline will be used when evaluating Pell eligibility for 
dependent students.  

7. Federal Benefits received – EIC, SNAP, Qualified Health 
Insurance Plan (QHP), reduced lunch, housing assistance, 
Medicaid, WIC, SSI, or TANF  

8. Tax Filing Status 
9. Tax Return Information – this information comes directly 

from FA Data Exchange with the IRS 
10. Annual Child Support Received 
11. Assets- An asset is the family’s property that has an 

exchange value (cash, savings, checking accounts, 
investments, real estate, businesses, and investment farm). 

12. Consent, approval, and signature  determines



THE FAFSA WILL BE BROKEN OUT INTO 
THESE FOUR SECTIONS:

✓PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS – Name, DOB, and 
SSN or ITIN. Provides consent and approval to 
FA Data Exchange.  

✓DEMOGRAPHICS – Marital status, state of 
legal residence, 

✓FINANCIAL – Federal benefits, family size, 
number in college, Tax Return Information, 
child support received, and assets.   

✓SIGNATURE – The parent acknowledges the 
terms and conditions of the FAFSA form and 
signs their section. After agreeing and signing, 
the parent can submit their section of the 
FAFSA. 

DEPENDENT, PARENT SPOUSE OR PARTNER REQUIRED 
INFORMATION 

PARENT SPOUSE OR PARTNER QUESTIONS – Five questions.  
This section pertains to the dependent student.  If the student’s 
parents are married, the spouse’s information is always required 
on the FAFSA. 

A parent, spouse, or partner is a required contributor if the 
following applies:
✓Married/remarried and filed separate tax returns
✓Unmarried and living with the student’s other legal parent  

These contributors will be identified on the FAFSA, and they will 
be invited to complete their section of the FAFSA. 

1. Identity Information – Name, Dob, SSN, or ITIN 
2. Contact Information – email address, telephone number, and 

permanent address 
3. Tax Filing Status 
4. Tax Return Information – this information comes directly from 

FA Data Exchange with the IRS 
5. A consent, approval, and signature  



THE PARENT STARTS THE FAFSA 

After starting the FAFSA, the parent sees the first page within the 

student section – Student Identity.  The parent may verify the 

information, but they can not update it.  The student would need to 

access their account setting on studentaid.gov.  

The parent may complete the following questions on behalf of the 

student:

1. State of legal residence 

2. Personal Circumstances (dependency questions) 

3. Marital Status 

4. College or career school plans 

5. Student other circumstances (homeless/at risk of homelessness) 

6. Unusual Circumstances 





FINAL REVIEW BEFORE SIGNING 

DIRECTED to NJHESAA



THE STUDENTAID.GOV DASHBOARD

THE STUDENTAID.GOV DASHBOARD is a one-stop, self-service portal for viewing 
your loans and their balances, checking who your loan servicer is, seeing the status 
of forms you submitted, and 24-25 FAFSA details.

Students and contributors can access their dashboard by logging in to 
studentaid.gov from a desktop computer/tablet or to the myStudentAid app with 
their smart devices. 

A Federal Student Aid ID (FSA ID) and password are required to log in

https://studentaid.gov/fsa-id/sign-in/landing


PARENT VIEW – my activity on the dashboard

✓ Dashboard
✓ My Activity
✓ My Aid
✓ My 

Documents
✓ My Enrollment 
✓ Settings
✓ Log out 



THE FAFSA SUBMISSION SUMMARY 



THE FAFSA SUBMISSION SUMMARY 



THE FAFSA SUBMISSION SUMMARY 



THE FAFSA SUBMISSION SUMMARY 



FAFSA AND NJ DREAMER APPLICATION 

DEADLINES

2025-2026 FAFSA and all future applications will be released on October 1st

Renewal: a student received a Tuition Aid Grant in academic school year 2023-
2024.  

Non-renewal:  A student without a Tuition Aid Grant in the academic school year 
2023-2024 or a new college student. 



A FRIENDLY REMINDER: 

NJ Dreamers are students living in NJ who are not eligible for federal aid. They must 
meet all the following criteria:

✓Attended a New Jersey high school for at least three (3) years; and 

✓Graduated from a New Jersey high school or received the equivalent of a high 
school diploma in New Jersey; and 

✓Can file an affidavit stating that you have filed an application to legalize your 
immigration status or will file an application as soon as you are eligible.



*Foreign taxes will disqualify a student from receiving state aid 



New Jersey Residency is determined by the following:

➢ Individuals must reside within New Jersey for at least one year immediately before enrollment. New 
Jersey Administrative Code 9A:5 -1.1and 9A5:-1.2

➢ Dependent students are presumed to reside in the state where their parent(s) or legal guardian(s) reside.  
The New Jersey Administrative Code 9A:9-2.6 provides additional clarification on dependency status. 

➢ Residency Analysis Form Instructions - The form must be filled out, signed, notarized, and submitted to 
the appropriate registrar’s office with supporting documentation.

➢ New Jersey Dream Act/Tuition Equality Act (TEA) - Special categories of students under the Dream 

Act may be eligible for in-state tuition if they meet specific criteria. (H-1B Visa Dependents may be 

eligible for in-state tuition under this category) 

➢ New Jersey Tuition Equality for America’s Military (NJTEAM) Act - Students eligible for Chapter 

30 – Montgomery GI Bill Active Duty (MGIB-AD) or Chapter 33 – Post 9/11 GI Bill.

https://casetext.com/regulation/new-jersey-administrative-code/title-9a-higher-education/chapter-5-residency-requirements-for-tuition-purposes-at-public-colleges-and-universities/subchapter-1-eligibility-for-state-resident-tuition/section-9a5-11-state-domicile-required
https://casetext.com/regulation/new-jersey-administrative-code/title-9a-higher-education/chapter-5-residency-requirements-for-tuition-purposes-at-public-colleges-and-universities/subchapter-1-eligibility-for-state-resident-tuition/section-9a5-12-evidence-of-domicile
https://casetext.com/regulation/new-jersey-administrative-code/title-9a-higher-education/chapter-9-grant-and-scholarship-programs/subchapter-2-general-provisions-for-tuition-aid-grant-and-garden-state-scholarship-programs/section-9a9-26-dependentindependent-student-defined


NJFAMS.HESAA.ORG - STUDENT ONLY CREATES A USER ID AND PASSWORD

Go to: https://njfams.hesaa.org/
Select: “Register a New User”

• If students have a social security number (SSN), 
they should use it in the account creation.

• If a student does not have a valid SSN, they 
should allow HESAA to create a unique identifier 
for them in the registration process. 

• The student will verify their email address in the 
registration process and activation.

• Once the account is activated, the student must 
log in and select the 2nd option to complete the NJ 
Alternative Financial Aid application. 

• Once they apply, they will receive a confirmation.

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnjfams.hesaa.org%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cnatalia.morisseau%40ofa.rutgers.edu%7C879451323e414ff1698108dc2e6552ba%7Cb92d2b234d35447093ff69aca6632ffe%7C1%7C0%7C638436259929903676%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=BWAJuG1cXaP%2ByLBxvCzD6kUQ31YkP%2FP5eAJohWk1BIU%3D&reserved=0


REGISTER FOR NJFAMS 

➢Register with or without a Social Security Number

➢Use ITIN number or

➢HESAA assigns a nine-digit number as an identifier



NJFAMS Main Menu

➢ ALL APPLICANTS will receive an e-mail from NJFAMS when their award eligibility has been 
estimated and when they can begin to review their customized To-Do List.



TO-DO LIST
All incomplete tasks and outstanding documents are listed in the “To-Do”



AWARD AND ELIGIBILITY INFORMATION

PV = Pending Verification
INCOMPLETE TASKS or OUTSTANDING DOCUMENTS JEOPARDIZES YOUR ELIGIBILITY



AWARD AND ELIGIBILITY INFORMATION


